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TITLE II. THE PARLIAMENT
Art. 5. The Parliament shall be composed of the National
Assembly and the Council of the Republic.
Art. 6. The duration of the powers of each Assembly, its mode
of election, the conditions of eligibility, the grounds of ineligi-
bilities and incompatibilities shall be determined by the law.
However, the two Chambers shall be elected on a territorial
basis, the National Assembly by universal, direct suffrage, the
Council of the Republic by the communal and departmental
bodies by universal, indirect suffrage. The Council of the
Republic is renewable one-half at a time.
Nevertheless, the National Assembly may itself elect by
proportional representation1 councillors whose number shall
not exceed one-sixth of the total number of members of the
Council of the Republic.
The number of members of the Council of the Republic may
not be less than 250 nor more than 320.
Art. 7. War may not be declared without a vote of the
National Assembly and the previous concurrence of the
Council of the Republic.
Art. 8. Each of the two Chambers shall be the judge of the
eligibility of its members and the regularity of their elections;
it alone may receive their resignation.
Art. g. The National Assembly shall convene by right every
year on the second Tuesday in January.
The total duration of interruptions of each session may not
exceed four months. Adjournments of more than ten days
shall be considered as interruptions.
The Council of the Republic shall sit at the same time as the
National Assembly.
Art. 10. The meetings of the two chambers shall be public.
Reports of the debates in extenso, as well as the parliamentary
documents, shall be published in the Journal OfficieL
Each of the two Chambers may convene as a secret com-
mittee.
Art. ii. Each of the two Chambers shall elect its secretariat
every year, at the beginning of the session, by proportional
representation of party groups.